Case of Extraordinary Universal Emphysema. \Magazin fur die gesammte Heilkunde, 1828, xxviii. i. 5!J.]?A prisoner in a workhouse at Meiningen, who had been for some time affected with dropsy in consequence of long intemperance, and the meagre diet allowed by the establishment, received from one of the overseers a chastisement, which next day left no other mark except an ecchymosed spot in the left lumbar region. On the second day the neck, face, and breast began to swell; and from the crepitation felt on pressure, it was evident that the swelling arose from the effusion of air throughout the cellular tissue. He made no complaint, however, and in particular his breathing was as free as usual. In the course of the subsequent night the swelling rapidly extended also over the whole head, trunk, and extremities; at the same time be was seized with great anxiety, severe cough, and a sensation as if the lungs were gradually pressed more and more upwards; and towards morning the sense of impending suffocation became so dreadful that he entreated his attendant to give him his shoemaker's knife in order to make incisions in the skin to let out the air.
dyspnoea was most urgent, the respiration being exceedingly frequent, hurried, hissing, and accomplished with the neck projected like that of a horse at speed, and the hands grasping the chair convulsively. There was likewise froth round the mouth, a frequent suppressed cough, incapability of speaking, but perfect sensibility.
A trocar was immediately thrust into the scrotum, from which an inodorous air rushed out with great force and a hissing noise, and to tlk: patient's instant relief. The swelling rapidly subsided every where, the breathing became much easier and deeper, the patient was able to speak again and joked about his blown-up appearance.
His account of his previous sufferings was that he felt the lungs gradually pressed more and more upwards, and more and more closely, then a sense of tightness in the region of the glottis and throat, and at length a feeling as if he was choaked from within outwards. As the aperture in the scrotum was insufficient for the discharge of the whole air, other perforations were made on the extremities, back and breast. Still the air evidently continued to be pressed into the subcutaneous cellular tissue, and it was prevented from accumulating only by the new incisions. As soon as the patient's state of amendment would allow an examination, the chest was carefully explored, but the most diligent search could not detect any fracture, splinter, depression or curvature of any rib, or laceration of a muscle; neither did he feel the slightest pain or uneasiness internally, except tightness in the chest, which was greatly diminished.
The antiphlogistic regimen was strictly enjoined. Next During this part of the operation pressure was made upon the abdomen, to prevent the entrance of air into the cavity. The wound was now united by adhesive straps and covered with charpie; a fustian belt was then put on and tightened. At the lower angle of the wound an opening an inch in length was left without straps for the discharge to flow through. Meanwhile the uterus was felt contracting in the usual manner and formed a ball in the left flank.
A good deal of blood issued from the vagina after the removal of the placenta, and again after the dressing of the wound was completed. The patient was directed to remain in the supine posture, and care was taken to make every arrangement before the operation to insure perfect quiet for some time after it. In the evening there was some fever, but no pain ; and during the night she slept none. Next day the fever had increased, the pulse was very frequent, the thirst inextinguishable, the pain of the lower belly severe and constant, and she had snatches of sleep disturbed by 1 startings ; but during the night she slept well. During the third day the fever and pain were moderate, the abdomen a little swelled; in the evening the fever increased ; at night she had little sleep. On the morning of the fourth the fever was again moderate. The wound, which had suppurated, was dressed. In the evening the usual febrile exacerbation occurred, with increased swelling, but little pain. The straps having become loose, they were carefully removed, and* fresh ones applied. The edges of the wound were hot, swollen, and florid. The secretion of milk had commenced. At night the patient slept well. On the morning of the fifth there was no fever, but it returned violently at mid-day, with smarting of the wound, and increased swelling of the abdomen. The fever moderated, however, in the evening, the lochia began to flow, and the patient again slept well. On the sixth the abdomen was greatly swollen, the purulent discharge great, the pain considerable, the lochia more abundant. In the evening her appetite improved, and soup was allowed. The dressings were changed. On the seventh there was little or no fever, her appetite was good, the pain and swelling had abated, and the lochia were more abundant.
The wound was dressed, and it was found that two inches of it next the umbilicus had healed. From this time the suppuration continued so profuse for some days that frequent dressings were required daily. The abdomen progressively diminished in size; the fever was inconsiderable; the appetite strong. On the eleventh tonics were administered, the treatment having previously been confined to the occasional administration of a clyster. On the twelfth the milk receded, and the pus had become less abundant, and of firmer consistence. On 
